Virginia’'s Code § 51.5-40.1 defines a service dog

as trained to do work or tasks to assist a disabled

person. Persons with service dogs or service dogs
in training that are at least six months old are

granted full public access while wearing
appropriately identifying gear. Certification or ID
are not required. Interfering with or injuring a
service animal is a misdemeanor.

Advocates for Service Animal Partners
855-272-7211 www.serviceanimals.info
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Per U.S. federal law, a dog trained to assist with a
person’s disability can join them without a fee in
public places like taxis, stores, hotels, restaurants,
hospitals, and schools. No ID, equipment, or
‘certification’ is required. Only two questions are
allowed: Is the dog a service animal required
because of a disability? What work or task has it
been trained to perform? It may only be denied if
the animal is out of control or not housebroken.

8 Advocates for Service Animal Partners
( ) 855-272-7211 www.serviceanimals.info
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